BLUE GRA 



V»lume VXVIII. 



LEXINGTON, KT 



DEVOTED TO THE PROPAGAND 



(By Joseph 



The very humble cot besides the 

That stands unmoved by hate of wind or waves 
Must oft have heard the storm exact the fee 

The drowning pay, in shrieks, for ocean graves. 
A pile of stone ! It braves for years the fray, 
While man, its builder, crumbles quick away. 

The stoi-ies told inside its solid walls 
Were salted with the flavor of the deep; 

Adieus that paled the lips of sinking souls, 
Who saw approach the herald of eternal sleep, 

Were told again about the fisher's fire 

By him who saw the doomed ones expire. 

A question asked about how big a "catch" 

The nets would gather from to-morrow's tide; 

Or how the gale did move the roof of thatch, 
Were problems that their counsels did decide. 

So through the struggles tied to passing years, 

They lived alone with their own hopes and fears. 

1 knew the cottage best when old John Bird 
Did limp about the town to sell his fish; 

His cry, "Fresh fish," a thousand times I've heard, 
And oft lias he filled my eartheru dish. 

Excited! he'd shake his stick at a boyish prank, 

Then turn to calmly bargain with some crank. 
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i sea that gave the purpose to his life, 
Was no more varied in its moods than he; 
OlfB moment giving peace of mind the knife, 

tfhe next as pleasant as a man eould be. 
Aiyays dependent on the change of weather, 
Ilia passions tied or cut away their tether. 

0 

Of men who loom, like shadows, in the past, 

The form of John the clearest outlines show, 
For 'round it clings the shades and lights that cast, 

Emphatic tones scarce other one did know; 
Not conunon with the crowd it draws the eye, 
P off the throng that, near it, hurry by. 

call of ocean tuned the tastes of youth, 

* find won his nature for its changing moods 
To mold the traits and prove the shining troth 

That seas add men a** nurslings to their broods. 
His whims were not the kind that can be bred 
By folks the land had borne, then reared, and fed. 

Ojd "Now. for," another product of the sands 

• Approached Bird as close as anyone I knew, 
' he, like John, had kissed Neptune's hands, 

" stood his baptism where the waters flew. 
Ukeir lives and thoughts were oil' a similar cast, 
They differed only where Heredity ruled the past. 



Their cursings, hates, and score* of other faults 
Were baubles gather 'd from) <be tossing sea; 

On sun-lit waters restling o'ertfceir vaults, 
They gleaned the virtues to a great degree. 

But playthings burnt and forgied by Nature's laws, 

They showed the virtues welded to the Haws. 

Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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The God that Christians Worship 



of Scriotoral Record that Delineate His 
A Crude Biblical Conception. Let Us 
for Being 



I By Mrs. I. J. Eyckes.) 

The Christians call their god omnipotent. But does the Bible 
ogre support their claim/ How is he depicted in the "book 
of books?" When a god sloops to tailoring, is not his dignity 
seriously compromised 1 Vet this is what Jehovah actually does. 
Out of goat skins he makes clothes lor Adam and Eve, if we 
may credit the infantile account of the "sacred" fabulist. 
Would he not have done better had he taught our lirst parents 
the art of spinning llax and wool, or of manufacturing silk .' 
How is it that his crude efforts at primitive dress-iuukiug do 
not surprise the orthodox? As science judges, Jehovah merely 
ranks with an equally startling god, who moved by a generous 
regard for the barbarous IMasgians, descended to earth to teach 
them how to eat acorns. 

And did Jehovah not knead Adam out of clay, and shape 
a woman from his rib? lie who needed only to say, "Be it!" 
and it would be! Yet this is the god the church worships! 
Though he "was with Israel," he could not, as scripture rather 
naively declares, prevail against I heir t oes, because those pagans 
had chariots with scythes of iron. How impotent then his om- 
nipotence! We likewise tind him pursuing Moses, to slay him, 
and that for neglect of a custom which, instituted by god, re- 
moves all doubt conci ruing that deity's nature — he was a phal- 
lic, a sex-god, peer of Astarte, ishtar, Anaitis and Aphrodite. 
When he overtook his prophet, (it would seem at an inn) and 
would have dispatched him, the intelligent interference of a 
woman placated him. Does this story savor ot sublimity or inter- 
pret a god's omnipotence? The Lord has to pursue, meet, over- 
take offenders and has to directly lay hands on them to slay them, 
being seen by Moses, his wife, el ui! 9 

How trivial this Hebraic idea of deity, and yet a New York 
rabbi quite recently ventured to say that the god of the Jewish 
scriptures was not a personal, anthropomorphous god, but a stu- 
pendous spiritual intelligence- all powerful, all-pervading! Did 
the good rabbi really read the Jewish scriptures? His descrip- 
tion does not exactly tit Jehovah. 

Indulging in very ungodlike follies, that god is also depicted 
as having wrestled with Jacob, and he came near finding Jacob 
the better wrestler. To prevail over him, he had to eventually 
make lame that patriarch's thigh. "As a prince," be said, 
"thou hast power with god and with men, and hast prevailed." 
Thus intimating that Jacob was in nowise inferior to his god. 

Though Jacob had seen the face of Jehovuh, Moses was not 
so signally favored. When he besought the privilege of beholding 
the Almighty's visage, the latter denied it to him, but consented 
to let his prophet view his back. Nevertheless, we read in Exo- 
dus that the princes and people of Israel "saw god,"— "and 
there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire 
stone." Yet the churchmen and the rabbis say that the god of 
the Bible is not an anthropomorphous deity. Probably not, but 
if so, what is an anthropomorphous deity? 

I can assure his godship that if he will only do as much for us 
M he did for the children of Israel on that memorable occasion 
—exhibiting himself in all his glory, with the sapphire stone be- 
neath his feet and the entire angelic hierarchy waiting upon bun 
with sounding of trumpets, while they fold a Hashing multitude 
of wings— if he will do this thing, I say the world of doubters 



will be won to faith. As it is, we cannot even be brought to 
believe that Jehovah manifested himself in this wise in Moses 
day, or that he ever manifested himself at all. 

This deity forgot his promise to Abraham, and requested 
Moses to let him destroy the Jews that he might make of Moses 
(as he had formerly wished to make of Abraham) a mighty 
people. Moreover, he consented to take up his abode in the ark 
of the tabernacle, and though a god (presumably) could not be 
expected to know when the high priest approached. So the high 
priest had to warn the Lord of his approach, which he did by 
wearing tinkling bells on his robe. When their chimes penetrat- 
ed to his retreat in the sanctuary, Jehovah vacated the premises, 
lest his servant seeing him face to face, should die. This, at least, 
is the only plausible explanation of an otherwise unintelligible 
scriptural passage, which provides that the bells of the priestly 
vesture must sound as the high priest goes in and out before the 
I* rd. They must sound "that he die not," for throughout the 
Bible we are told that he who sees god face to face, under ordi- 
nary circun. stances, must die. To safe-guard the priest still 
further, another passage provides that he must swing a censer 
till clouds of inceuse obscure the mercy seat, where the Lord is 
supposed to rest, so that the sacred presence shall remain invis- 
ible to the Levite and the latter may retain his life. For he is to 
do this also "that he die not." What other interpretation can 
be. pluced upon such passages? A mystic one, no doubt — if we 
listen to the voice of the orthodox.. Have they not succeeded in 
transforming Eve's talking snake into a devil; Aaron's sprout- 
ing rod into a canticle setting forth the graces of Christ and his 
church? 

God Ll»t meted Balaam to go with Balak's messeng. rs, and 
yet when Balaam obeyed, was provoked at his obedience. He 
comma. ided the children of Israel t-p put to dralli their foemen 
and all male babes and the women who were not virgins, and to 
distribute the virgins among the soldiers and the priests. He 
sent angels to Jacob to hold conversation with him, that were not 
only far from proper, but actually unnecessary. To even 
imagine that angels would expatiate on such topics smacks ot 
blasphemy. 

God permittel the evil inclinations of men to sprout and bear 
abundant fruit; he indorsed in their ease, polygamy, concubinage 
and gross immoralities, but proved himself an implacable woman- 
hat, r by prescribing for the weaker vessel barbarous punishments 
and an inhuman rigor. 

Jehovah walked through the garden in the cool of day; he 
feared that man might become his equal by eating a certain fruil 
growing on a tree he, the Lord, had plant id. Oppressed by thai 
tear, he drove the man out of paradise, "lest he become as we," 
—for it develops in the end that god was the gods. Not the 
triune Lard the Christians have installed, of whom the Jews 
knew nothing, but Klohim- a boot ot divinities. 

God looted with a kindly eye on the cheat which Jacob suc- 
cessfully p nitrated, robbing Iris brother Esau of their father'a 
blessing. 

He was siitlieiently callous— morally— to protect the scoundrelly 
Abraham and uphold him in his iniquity. What astonishment 
must it not occasion (in view of the claim of divinity made for 
Jehovuh) to read, as we do, that though Abiinelech was guiltless 
and Abraham guilty (iu that episode in which Sarah figured so 
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prominently J, god nevertheless smote the guiltless man with 
disease, afflicted his wives even, and threatened to kill him un- 
less the guilty man (Abraham), who really should have been 
puniltod, would pray for him, inducing the Lord to spare him. 

It' Jehovah had really been the Lord god, would ne have given 
so peculiar a judgment / No matter how we gloss it over, it was 
a wicked and unjust di cision. Would not a n-al god have re- 
proved Abraham and have punished him, remembering that 
Abimeleeh was innocent, and had really been deceived and in- 
jured by Abraham/ So little faith had that patriarch in the 
power of his god that he would not place his safety in that god's 
hands, but lied, or at least forgot to tell the whole truth, thus 
denying his wife and inducing her to connive with him in hi* 
o If ens*. 

Hut it is not only through this episode that we learn that god 
had no conscience, and was even deficient in moral sense. We 
are told that he wa.s guilty with -Mary of an olfens, for which 
in the days of Moses, he had tixed the penalty of stoning sign- 
ing for both the culprits, mind you. Vet the churches have of 
that conventionallj immoral episodt made a divine and awe- 
fraught mystery. While their efforts have tended to staiu with 
indelible stain the birth of babes Who were born OS Christ was 
born, out of wedlock, tiny refuse to apply the sane stigma of 
illegitimacy in the case of that divine child. It we iej that god 



-being all in all— is above the restrictions he created for man, 
where do we land.' Why. into an open admission that the im- 
moralities of the ancient gods (considered good < ause by the 
priestl f"i- rejecting their claim to divinity) are likewise re- 
moved from censure. Zeus' gallantries with I^eda and Oanae 
;ne nut more revolting, more improbable, nor less "mystical", 
than Jehovah's gallantries with Joseph's alTianced wife. It is 
hum el v a mailer of whose divine bull is gored, whose god is being 

burdened with discredit. 

How orthodox Jews and Christians can crown the crude bibli- 
cal conception of g,,d with sublimity and power, maintaining that 
thai weak lay figure in its essentials substantiates their claim, 
DMtM understendrng, How the incongruous ensemble that 
put I muster as the Christian god can be associated with grand- 
eur, lofty ideals and a superhuman excellence, it would be hard 
to say. 

Of what kind is the alleged inspirat ion that (as the devoted 
maintain) permeates the scripture narratives, and what will en- 
able us to is.. late that inspiration and N gnise it as being of 

godf Finally, if this scriptural god, this tribal fetich of the 
Israelites, is perfect, let us thank nature that she made us im- 
perfeet, and let us pray that we may remain ini|>erfect. 

San l-'rancisco, Calif. 



Mind and Soil Fertility 



Public Press Criticised lor Its Attitude on 
Orthodoxy to the Neglect of Science 
and Truth. 



(liy Warren S. Dean. 

••'Ihe main consideration with the slate 
and nation should be ihe raising up and ed- 
ucating of a body of farmers wtio can farm 
without destroying the fertility of their 
farms. that is the fundamental question. 
But Utile can be done with the old farmer. 
He has never made a study of the three 
cluneals of soil fertility — nitrogen, potash 
and sulphate. His practice shows all over 
the Union, that he hardly knows how to 
care for barnyard manure. 

"But we can roach the boy, the farmer 
that is to be. lie has no prejudice against 
I ho knowledge thai comes in books and 
papers, ilia mind is open to the impres- 
sions of scientific truth, if he can be put 
under the press. The hope of Ihe future 
of American agriculture lies kB the Ameri- 
can farm boy. Old eyes look longingly on 
the grand tilings he will be able to do in 
the next quarter of a century, when knowl- 
edge shall have increased a thousand fold." 

The above clipping goes to show us that 
there are editors of publications willing to 
adimt there is no hope for improvement in 
callings in producing the necessaries and 
comforts of life, until there is a gain in 
knowledge, power to think, skill of action, 



etc. .Mni l hey go on and say in regard to 
Uic farming industry, that the main con- 
ciliation with the stale and nation should 
be tho raiaing up and educaiuig of a body 
of farmers who can farm without destroy- 
ing ihe fertility of the soil. 
UaL bOUB BLADE pttibvnMdo ..Carlyl 

All true enough, us fur as ll goes, but 
why slop here/ \\ hat aboul i Uose editors 
who are so willing lo hand out to study the 
three ntamitl of soil fertility- nitrogen, 
pfttMfl, and phosphate / Do we e\er see 
in their sheets the advice lo their readers 
lo Study the thru elements of manhood — 
Truth, HeaSOO and Humanity ' i" regard 
lo mental slavery or ancient ignorance I 
Here, for inslance, is the way they do 
ihinys in thai line, taken from the same 
sluol as the above dipping Bible Study 
Club: 

••Suggestive (Questions on the Sunday 
School Lessons by Kev. Or. Siuscott for the 
International Newspaper Bible Study Club, 
July 4th, L9Q0." (Will g've a lew ex- 
1 1 arts taken from the hog-wash, which will 
show how in keeping they are with our day 
of Americuu independence:) 

•'When two Christians fall out, is one or 
both always to be blamed.'" 

"'Are busy women generallv more spirit- 
ual than those who have little to do/" 

"Is it easier for Hod to open the heart 
of an industrious person than that of an 
idler/" 

••If a person is inhospitable or stingy is 



I hat a sure UgU of ungodliness/" 

And I hose same editors that go ou and 
hand out such menial dope, based ou old 
ignorance, will blandly tell their readers 
in the other hand that the main considera- 
tion in ihe stale and nation is in educating 
a body of people in useful wt rk, in study- 
ing the three elements of soil fertility. 

1'erhaps the old farmer's practice shows 
all over the Union that he hardly knows 
how to care for barnyard manure, but the 
••facts remain clear to us" that the old 
fanner's crude form is based on an honest 
foundation, working with the light they 
have, in harmony with nature laws, trying 
to produce the necessaries of life, and pay- 
ing their lull share to the support of the 
government. But on the other hand, what 
ere BditorOj as a rule, doing to retain the 
fertility of truth, reason and courage, and 

stand for theml Rendering to the "great- 
est bumbug on earth" by giving space to 
••we, us and the holy ghost," to help en- 
BOltrsgO that system of menial slavery on 
the people in every community, with no ef- 
fort made to show the contrast between 
thai sysli in which evades payment on 
I heir wealth for government protect ion. 
and the old farmer who works hard for 
what he gets. 

The •'main consideration " ought to be 
for an honest stale and nation to raise up 
and educate a body of editor! who are not 
in fear of truth and reason, and who will 
try to reach the boys and girls who are 
striving to be upright and honest, to think 
for themselves, and investigate for the 
truth which pertains to happiness and the. 
well-being of all in this life. 

Delhi, X. Y. 
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The Last Gun 



(By Dr. A. Hausman.) 
Air. Boweruian Las gone ou the warpath 
again. He has discovered to his surprise 
that alter his lirst terrilic onslaught, with 
crushing replies and caustic vituperation, 
there is still a Utile life kit 11 me, and so 
he seizes once more his deadly pen to finish 
the foolhardy mortal who dares to difler 
from opinions he declares to be gospel. But 
ho changes his tactics, and instead of try- 
ing U> rout the enemy by a bold dash with 
a terrifying yell and war-whoop, he ap- 
proaches with dignity, armed with that 
"calm reason which 1 admire greatly, but 
unfortunately lack myself." 

Well, you are improving sumewhat, but 
your remark that "abuse is belter than de- 
ception" shows that you still have to learn 
the lirst principle of debating, which is to 
be a gentleman and to treat a subject of 
general interest in an impersonal manner. 
While 1 notice more calmness in your 
second eruption, I regret that I can not 
say tho same in regard to reason and since 
this missing factor is quite indispensable 
in any debate, it is useless to argue with 
you. I don't smoke you, you don't smoke 
me, as I'enshaw said to the eastern pastor. 
In fact I would be satisfied with referring 
to my lirst reply, if it was not for the sake 
of truth, to which you claim to be so ar- 
dently devoted and about which we seem 
to differ as much as about the single tax. 
'I'h jxiiiit in question is: 11. George's pro- 
to solve the social question (which 
the unequal division of land, its 
natural products and the products of hu- 
maa labor) by simply "making laud com- 
mon' property " and being unable to devise 
a plan to inlroduce such a radical measure, 
he recommends that the state take the ren- 
tal value of the land. My opinion is that 
his theory is based on a wrong conception 
of the biological law and can never be 
carried out in practice or, if reduced 
merely to an exclusive land tax, that it will 
not accomplish what the author claims for 
it: "to substitute equality for inequality, 
plenty for want, justice for injustice, etc. 
If 1 had the power I would apixnnt Mr. 
Bowerman to make a practical test of the 
scheme, that would settle the matter while 
in the meantime the- believers in single tax 
may console themselves with the benefit of 
the doubt. But it is different when I make 
the positive statement that is, George's 
plan has not been adopted in a single 
country, this is a question of facts which 
invites everybody to come forth and refute 
them if he can. In his first rhapsody Mr. 
Bowerman stales as a crushing reply that 
"the single tax is at this day I he law -jf 
the land in New Zealand and Australia. 



Not in its fullest application, but because 
of the demand of the people, it is rapidly 
approaching complete application.'" 

in my answer 1 gave the acuial fads 
concerning New Zealand from the govern- 
ment reports winch prove that its financial 
system has uolhing to do whatever with 
11. George's theories and besides the laws 
under which all improvements have been 
made dale from 1870, several years before 
the appearance of 11. 'George's book. 

Two million, six hiindivd eighty-nine 
thousand, two hundred and thirty dollars 
out of a total revenue of $ 1 1 ..ID. !.-'-'•< de- 
rived limn land tax, does that show that 
single lax, which means to abolish taxation 
of labor products, abolishing all indirect 
taxation and increasing the tax on land 
value,'' is the law of the laud/ What are 
the $15,51 7,825 from customs, tbl $7,754,- 
(J70 from stamps, post, telegraph, etc.; 
$1,524,528 income l;ix and $13,820,075 from 
railroads f Facte in stubborn things and 
even Air. Bowcrmuu, in spite of his swag- 
gering talk, seeuin to feel the inconvenient 
font ol these figures and attempts to dis- 
tort their significance so as to decieve par- 
sons not quite familiar with the point in 
dispute, lie repeals the last figures, add- 
ing: "Land value constitutes on an aver- 
age o\ r 00 per cent of the assets of rail- 
roads," intending to convey the impres- 
sion that this sum represent-; the annual 
rental value, or "location value," of the 
land, the incidental transportation of 
goodl and people amounts to nothing. By 
insinuation he wants to make believe as if 
the railroads in New Zealand were sub- 
sidized by land grants, the same as here, 
which would make the matter still more 
interesting •; the state builds the railroads, 
grants itself from its own domain the land, 
takes from its own land 13 millions annual- 
ly as land lax and pay; it back to itself. 
Is this plain? 

Accordinir tp this subtle logic of Mr. 
H. merman the $7,754 ,070 for stamps, post, 
telegraph, have nothing to do with 

the cost of equipment, the stringing of 
wires, service, etc. They are simply the 
rental value of the ground occupied by the 
|xil(« and the buildings. By the same token 
the $15,517,825 customs have nothing to do 
with the value of the goods ; they repre- 
sent the rental value of the ground on 
which the buildings are erected. And the 
income tax of (1,524,525 is not for the 
money received, but for the ground to walk 
and sleep on. After these examples of Mr. 
Bnwcrmnn 's brilliant logic, it is not sur- 
prising that bfl quotes the statement of 
lion. G. Kowlds "that only 778,087 acres of 
crown land remain," and "that during the 



three years ending in 1906 the land parted 
with totalled 1,158,861 acres" in support of 
H. George's theory "to make land com- 
mon property." Instead of doing this 
"tin- rural lands of the colony can be 
bought from the crown for cash." 

To render himself less liable to be called 
by the proper name for his brazen, false 
statement that the single tax was the law 
in New Zealand, ho adds cautiously "not 
in its fullest application,"— as if a mere 
land tax had anything to do with H. 
George's scheme. His statement in regard 
to Australia is of the sani" brand of ve- 
racity, lirst patented it is claimed by Ana- 
nias, there is not a single province in which 
single tux is in operation, in every one the 
land fax is of little importance. In New 
South Wales "the bulk of taxation is ob- 
tained indirectly through the custom 
house;" in Victoria, which has but a small 
income from railroad*, the land tax out of 
a total revenue of $10,263.10") amounted to 
only $603,165— and that is what B. calls 
single tax, the abolition of all taxes except 
a tax on land value. 

That Mr. Bownnnan relies more on de- 
ception this time, because the abuse foiled, 
is shown again in the statement that I had 
to go to the book shelves to find out who 
Henry George was and what he stood for — 
afteir I had quoted several passages from 
his book. What f wanted to know was 
the present opinion about his theory in the 
intellectual circles represented by the en- 
cyclopedias, and while his name was men- 
tioned in two of the books, there was not a 
word about his theories, while the works 
of other national economists were discussed 
at length. 

Your shrewd deduction that I am no in- 
tellectual importance because my name is 
not in it, is certainly justified from your 
point of view, — but your name will also be 
sought for in vain, so the honors are even. 
To quote the. Tndian Chief Tecumseh as 
authority in modern social questions is very 
appropriate from your standpoint; his 
views are undoubtedly more in accordance 
with your ideas than the modern writers, 
and I believe you can learn from him in the 
way of decent language and common sense 

I wish to call your attention to nnothei 
great philosopher in whose sayings you may 
find some valuable pearls of thought, the 
gV at immortal John L R. According tr 
your standard he must be equal, if not su- 
perior to H. George, because his Dine is 
just ns widely known, if not more so. His 
persuasive (>owers are great, he has some 
very convincing arguments at his disposal, 
the only ones to which some people devoid 
of reason, truth and decency, wifl yi"ld. 
But there are some against whom all argu- 
ments are lost, of which the poet cried out 
in despair: Against stupidity even the gods 
fight in vain. 

Alameda, Calif. 
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For Course of Study 



Works of William H. Burr, Judge Waite, 
and Others are Valuable to the 



(By B. 0. Fenton.) 

The book "Anti-Christ" I have read a 
number of times. 

It is a work of great and extensive re- 
search, and in its pages manv of the as- 
sumptions of the orthodox Christian relig- 
ion are laid hare in such a manner as to 
rendpr almost worthless any attempt at dis- 
putation or adverse criticism. 

In Hudson Tuttle's work on "Evolution 
of the Ood and Christ Tdea," on page 254, 
he says: 

"As that erudite and profound scholar, 
William H. Burr, who has devoted a life- 
time to the study of antiquity." 

•With such a commendation for his great 
literary efforts, we ought to feel under 
many obligations to William H. Burr. lie 
wrote under the nom de plume of "Anti- 
Christ." He was a linguist, n bibilcal 
myf hographist. and a critic, and his re- 
searches into and concerning biblical lore 
have resulted in the production of an ada- 
mantine argument against the preposterous 
claims of biblical advocates for alleged di- 
vine inspiration. He has '.oven a prac- 
tical solution to many of the fancied mys- 
teries of the past, nnd he cites many of the 
most profound scholars of the world to sub- 
stantiate many of his claims, while furnish- 
ing much reading matter of an original 
character. His references to and quota- 
tions from Lardner. Could. Higgins. Nean- 
der, Davidson, and others, adds a spicy 
flavor and rich support to the author's 
original ideas. 

Tf any Freethinker should wish to critic- 
ally examine the doctrine of the alleged 
crucifixion, he, or she, should read Austin 
Bierbower's "Was Christ Crucified t" Tf 
this is also read in conjunction with Wm. 
n. Burr on the same subject, much valua- 
ble information can be obtained. By refer- 
ence to the Protcvangclion and Marcion. in- 
numerable discrepancies are exposed, es- 
pecially the disagreement that exists be- 
tween the Synoptic Cospels and the Oospel 
of John concerning that feast of the pass- 
over. Those who are interested in a discus- 
sion of this character should procure a copy 
of Judge C. B. Waite 's nistory of the 
Christian Religion to A. D. 200. who so re- 
cently died in Chicago at the great age of 
85 years. 

Many of our own writers do not agree 
upon an interpretation of the passages 
found in Josephus. which are supposed to 
make reference to the Christ of the Christ- 
ian religion. T have read from many writ- 
ers on this subject. When doctors disagree. 



who is In decide.' K. M. M:ied<>uald, t'or- 
mer editor of the Truthseeker. and Judge 
Waite did not agree in their expressed 
• •pinions on the>e passages. The former 
held them to be forgerhs and rank inter- 
polations, but the latter held that there 
could exist no good reason for doubting the 
authenticity of the latter passage, which 
tpttlri of James M b ihg tha brother of the 
man called Christ. 

In this same relation, Antichrist and 
.Judge Waite did not agree. The former, 
ipOlHwj of the crucifixion, declared that 
M was a tutgug of the fi f t n t h century. 
Waite accepted the testimony of Tacitus 
as genuine. 

The subject is no doubt interesting and 
important. All who desire In know just 
what Mr. Burr has written relative to this 
"James" will find it on page 118. of chap- 
ter 20, in the book "Antichrist." But go 
slow, for the hand of an evident critic is 
here. One of the main features discover- 
able in this work is the establishment of 
irrefutable arguments which show that 
there never was any Jesus crucified by an 
order from Pontius Pilate. The author 
maintains that there was a Jesus who was 
stoned and hanged about the year 75 B. C.. 
and a natural son of a woman named Mary, 
by one Joseph Pandera. A scrutinizing 
care is necessary, however, if one desires to 
be made thoroughly familiar with this is- 
sue. In it both Josephus and Paul are lib- 
erally dealt with. For a more elaborate 
consideration of these two characters, the 
reader should obtain "Th* Safe Side," by 
R. If, Miti hell, a work that was highlv re- 
garded as an authority by Judge Waite. 
That he was a scholar, all who are familiar 
with him must admit. 

William IT. Burr was one of the great- 
est Paine crities that ever wrote a line, or 
walked beneath the great orb of day. For 
upwards of 25 years he sent tee documents 
which he had unearthed concerning that 
great apostle of human liberty, of whom 
Burr was nn ardent admirer. He has also 
clearly proven that Peter was a my Ih. and 
that great " -ck" about which the Romish 
church has so much to say. is wholly a 
myth. 

The dissimulations and contradictions of 
many of the features of the new testament 
have also been set forth with a persi-t nt 
zeal by Mr. Burr. While T am in M sense 
an agent, or have any pecuniary interest 
in the sale of his biwik, yet T would advise 
all who read this to send $1.25 to Mrs. Wil- 
liam H. Burr, his widow, of 1017 K. Street. 
Washington, D. C, and procure a copy of 
the same for their own satisfaction and in- 
formation. 

Chardon, Ohio. 



5 

CHRISTIANITY IN IAPAN. 



(From "General Missionary Intelligencer" 
Aug. 9, 1000.) 

Writing recently. Rev. J. C. Dunlap, of 
the Presbyterian Board, says- 

"A general fe< ling of discouragement*** 
pervades the church in Japan at present. 
We ate passing through a reaction as has 
not been felt in a dozen years. In several 
departments of the central government, a 
.lead set is being made against Christian 
Work, notably in the Department of Educa- 
tion and in the army, and the church is 
feeling the effect. Everywhere it is harder 
to get people to listen to Christian teaching 
and wTflk-hearted Christians are falling 
out of the ranks. The victory of an Eastern 
nation over a Western has given way to a 
new faith in the East, and its way and be- 
liefs, and we are witnessing revivals of 
Buddhism. Shinto and Confucianism.*** " 



READING 



IS THE NURSE OF CULTURE. 



Any of the books named below I will 
send prepaid at the following prices —any- 



where in America: 

Jefferson Bible, cloth $1.00 

Tngersoll Lectures 1 44) cloth 1.00 

On the Road to the Lake. .35 

Los Miserables (Hugo) cloth .50 

Education (Spencer) cloth .50 

Data of Ethics (Spencer) cloth .50 

Origin of Species (Darwin) cloth.. .50 

Descent of Man (Darwin) cloth... .50 

Age of Reason (Paine) .35 

Rights of Man (Paine) .50 

I have 50,000 Other Books. 
Catalogue Mailed Free. 

DAVE'S BARGAIN STORE. 



422 N. Eighth St. St. Louis. Mo. 



TO SUFFERING HUMANITY— 
A GREETING! 

T cure all EXTERNAL Cancers, Tumors, 
Wi ns. Fistulas, etc. Remove birthmarks 
and other growths that disfiguie you. Can- 
cers a specialty. T use liquid remedies. T 
do no* use knife or prayers. Cod is a myth 

prayer is foolish -the Bible is false. I 
am no divine healer, fraud or grafter. My 
cure is absolute unless beyond the power 
of man. Tf you have a suspicions growth 
or sore, write me for free booklet. 

DR. H. H. DOW, 
858 N. Raymond Av. Pasadena, Calif. 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE. 



The Value of Man 



Holding That No Man Can Solve the 
Social Question for Another. Each 
Must Solve It For Himself. 



(By Dr. A. Hausman.) 

I iocs man possess any value ami by 
what standard is it measured T 

Life on earth is prodigious; it is contin- 
ually destroyed and reproduced in endless 
succession, and man himself is not exempt 
from the ineissant Struggle against the 
same natural forces to whom he owes his 
existence. If the biblical story that trod 
made man were true, he ought to be* of 
some value to his creator, whose energy 
and time were required for that task and 
which should be worth at least as much as 
those 4>f any mortal artist. * 

•(Did pod also create time? What was 
before it and out of what material is it 
made?) 

Judging, however hom the way he neg- 
lects his creatures, he cannot blame us if 
we renounce him and fret along without 
asking his consent or aid. 

Since it is evident that the natural pow- ' 
ers are not particularly Interested in our 
welfare, we cannot assume that we are of 
value to any one. except to ourselves and 
our fellow-men. Among; cannibals the 
value of a person might be determined by 
might, the same as the cattle; for a s'ave- 
holder his capacity for useful and pleas- 
ant purpos s would furnish a basis for his 

valuation; but among civilized nation- i;i~ 

value must be measured by a different stan- 
dard, which is given by our social DTgSni- 
xation. The enormous quantity of mater 
ial necessary for the Support of large num- 
bers can only be procured if Um work is 
performed under the system of division of 
labor, and because every product of labor 
is expressed in terms of a common stan- 
dard — money — we may ns" th" same me. is 
ure to determine the value of an individ- 
ual. In fact, the loss a community suffer-; 
by death from accident or disease is often 
expressed by the amount of money the la- 
bor of the deceased would have been worth. 
Since wo are all compelled to strive for the 
possession of money, it has become custom 
ary to judge a man's value as a member 
of society by the extent to which he has 
accomplished this object, instead of consid- 
ering the means by which it has been at- 
tained. 

The correct understanding of this rate* 
tion, the reduction of all individual funs 
tions to the common material basis, forms 
the key to the proper comprehension of 
the social question, and will be diseussed 
later in a special chapter of the book. In 
this brief article I only wish to make a few 



comments OD your article, "The Man ami 
the World," which expresses the first so 
cial and material princip'e that ought to 
be taught in place of religion, namely: that 
every one must take the world as it is, and 
must solve his own individual social ques- 
tion, because no one i Ise BSD do it for him. 
It is quite true that the world owes nobody 
a living, and that it is criminal to take re- 
venge on innocent individuals for injuries 

■offend through ths faults of laws or other 

common social institutions. 

But it can also not b denied that some- 
times injustice and wrongs are indicted 
Upon individuals through abuse of power, 
which is condoned by Society, or a' least al- 
lowed through indifference. If the abuse in 
such cases beeotms intolerable and leads to 
violent resistance, the attack will be di- 
rected against an entire class, because it is 
impossible to fix the responsibility upon 
distinct individuals. The greatest exam- 
ple in modern history of this effect of ac- 
cumulated mis-rule and abuse of power 
was the French Revolution. 

Even in our own country, individual 
rights guaranteed by the Constitution are 
often grossly violated by means of the law 
ami there is no remedy: one has to grin 
and bear it. I have been unfortunate 
enough to furnish an example of how a 
person may be deprived of the right to 
make a living, even if he has given abun- 
dant proof that he is able to render the 
equivalent society is entitled to. T am re- 
f erring to th- so-called medical examina- 
tion in CsHfornin, which in other States, 

lest sesnstomed to graft, world probably be 

sailed a hold-up. Presumably for the pur- 
pose ot protecting the public against in- 
eompeteni practitioners, the examination is 
really intended to prevent physicians from 
outside to settling in the State, which re- 
moves competition and preserves the control 
of the medical affairs for the ring. This is 
easily accomplished by asking only ques- 
tions on subjects which are either abso- 
lutely worthless or need not be known by 
memory. 

Before BOBlillg to San Francisco, I had 
practiced for eight years in a Mexican 
mining camp, where severe snrerical cases 
were of frequent occurrence, which is proof 
absolute that T am able to do the work. 
Rut here T found out. according to the Cal- 
ifornia standard of science. T reallv had 
no business to practice and mv patients no 
right to recover, h cause T could not an- 
swer many of the profoundly scientific 
0 ict inns, of which a few examples may 
demonstrate the wi«dom of the examiners: 

"How much alcohol contains whisky, 
sherry, brandy, konmisst" 



"How is liquid air obtained?" 

"Where does asafoetida (Tenfelsdreck) 
come from?" 

•'Describe a modern artificial ventilation 
plant." 

If the reader should consider such ques- 
tions childish and stupid, he is mistaken. 
They have been carefully selected and an- 
swer the purpose — not to be answered. To 
discourage outsiders still more, a fee of 
|26 is charged for this farce, which only 
proves that a fool or rogue can ask more 
questions than ten wise men can answer. 

While the Chinese doctors are permitted 
to try their "tricks that are vain" on the 
Christian brethren. I am denied the right. 
Why* Did they pass the examination t Not 
much, but they probably passed something 
else — a few of the round, yellow gods 
worshipped by the heathen nnd the mel- 
cine man alike. Tf T had the means T 
would practice without the license and 
flcrht the board of medical extortioners in 

Hal. ETC.nT BLADE dfx..v- Carlyle 

the courts, because they have violated the 
law: but without money no rights, — no 
protection against the grafters which dif- 
fer from highwaymen only in name and 
method. 

The people in California are indifferenr : 
they are used to graft, and besides the 
medical profession is looked ns with a cer- 
tain distrust. No wonder, with such fellows 
in the Board of privileged medical pick- 
icon man alike. Tf T had the means I 
humbug seriously and believe it a bona- 
fidc test of ability. At any rate the non- 
pnssing of the examination is liable to 
cause inconvenience and forms a barrier 
airainst the employment of the man who 
failed. 

Alameda. Calif. 



A New Recruit. 

HOMESTEAD, OKLA. — Enclosed 1ml 
$l.. r >0, for which send the Blue Crass Blade 
to the following address: Would like all 
the numbers with "Man's Origin and Dec 
tiny." T received the sample copy of the 
Blade you sent me. for which please accept 
my thanks- ALEX COCHRAN. 



One More New Recruit. 

TTSCT'MBl A. ALA.- T am interested 
and in sympathy with (he enclosed clipping. 
T will not be in position to he at the meet- 
ing Nov. 14th. but would be glad to know 
more of it and get samples of the literature 
sent out on the subject. I am an admirer 
of Col. IngarSoU, and have his Lectures, 
published by Mr. Ferrell (Vol. One.) Are 
there any other volumes of his authorized 
books? Hoping T am not intruding too 
much upon your valuable time, I am, very 
respectfully.— W. R. BELL. 
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THE REPUTED SAVIOR. 

Divine Plan of Salvation a Trifle Too In- 
credible to be Believed. 



(By Joel M. Berry.) 

Nearly two thousand years ago the 
people of this world were astonished by 
the appearance of a man in their midst 
Balling himself a "Savior." He claimed 
that Hod was his father, and that he had 
sent him clothed with divine authority, to 
seek and save a lost and ruined world. 

He snys nothing about a mother—doesn't 
even claim t<> ever have had any. For some 
time the people were at a loss just what to 
think of him. So in order to convince them 
of his divinity, he resorted to what is now 
railed "sleight-of-hand" performances, and 
called them miracles. Having a little of 
the mysterious about thi'm, the people 
caught on, and it was not long before '.■ 
had quite a lot of followers, c t if ,, • 
amounr to much. Tn a abort nine, c ompar- 
atively, charges wer brought against this 
reputed Savior. He was arrested; tried be- 
fore a court; found guilty, and finally cru- 
cified betw'ci two thieves. He is reported 
to have arose from the dead (a tliinjr too 
incredible for any intelligent person to 
consider for a moimit), **d in a short 
line* vanished '.it of their sight, with the 
remark that he was coming: again i„ the 
lifetime of KMM of them living, but lie 
has not been seen or heard of from that 
day to this. 

Now the whole sum and substance of the 
affair, as far as we have been able to find 
out, seems to be about this: A marvelous 
fraud and deception was inijxised upon our 
ancestors by this man calling himself the 
Savior of the World, and the j>eople of the 
Iflth and 20th centuries are jest beginning 
to realize the deception and reject him. 
The truth is. that neither this world, nor 
the people in it. have ever been lost or 
ruined. Hid we not find them all saf" and 
sound when he entered the world? Then 
if n Savior was needed when he came, what 
about the millions and trillions that lived 
and died before his timet Are they all 
lost? Then what about the world and the 
people of the present day? Are they not 
all safe and sound, and getting along fl ic 
without a Savior? He was of no benefit to 
mankind while living, and of much less 
thing since he is dead. We have yet to hear 
of just one human beinp ever saved through 
his efforts. In ease any one should hear 
of such a thing, they will do the public a 
great kindness by publishing 1 it in the Blue 
Grass Blade. 

Nat 'I Military Home, 0. 



FROM A CHILD WRITER. 



Our Girl Correspondent Sends One More 
Contribution on Bible Reading. 

(By Anna Ko<*lin.) 

I think the Blade is gatting more inter- 
est iny: every time I read it. I always rend 
it from "cover to cover." I also read the 
Bih'e, hut it isn't half as Interacting or has 
one-third of the sense through the whole 
book as the Blade has in one line. 

Joshua was as smart as Moses was 
(which isn't saying much) and God is still 
killing people. He's doing grant) magifl 

things. He makes the waters of the Jor- 
dan stand in n heap, and that's more than 
anybody today can do, even if we are in 
the 20th century. According to that we are 
getting feeble-minded. 

In Joshua, chap. ">, verse l.">. God tells 
Joshua to loosen the shoe on his foot, for 
the place where he stood was holy. If I'd 
been God, T'd been afraid his fi et were not 
a« clean as his shoes. But still I don't sup- 
pose he meant to take it off. and the way 
God talks he must have had only one shoe. 
But still I'd like to know what good that 
would do to loosen it. — would it make the 
ground any holier? T suppose he meant to 
take off the shoe, but if he meant so, why 
didn 't he say so? 

T was at a funeral a few weeks ago and 
the preacher explained many things. He 
explained that we think God says things 
that he does not want us to understand, or 
I menn speaks in parables, but this was be- 
cause God was so deep. 

And he also explained how \v lived after 
we got to heaven. God dwells in n man- 
sion, and when we die we also \s>< to heaven 
and also dwell in that mansion, so we arc 
nil one united family. That is a great ex- 
planation, but where did he get his knowl- 
edge? Was he inspired? Tf God can in- 
spire, why don't God inspire the unbeliev 
ers and stop all our doubts about his exist- 
ence? God also said when he made the 
commandments that they were very easy 
to keep, and in Jos. ch. fi. v. 24. after com- 
manding the Israelites to kill the people, he 
tells them to take the gold and silver and 
put it in the house of the Lord. He — an 
all-powerful God — cannot keep his own 
commandments, then how can he expect a 
poor, weak person to keep them? 

Of course, he did not take the gold and 
silver himself, but it was as much. No 
wonder the churches are such nice-looking 
buildings. 

But now instead of killing the people, 
they lie to them. 

He also killed nil the people of Jericho. 
Ai and Mcrotn. How verv kind of him to 
kill his own chi'drcn (for they were his own 
children even if he won't own it). T would 
just as soon go to a murderer's den and 
pray to them, but still I think a nim Iter 



ia better than God. for God killed more 
people than any innrdere ever can. 

In Jos. ch. 1, v. ">, God tells Joshua he 
will always stand by him. and in chap. 7. 
v. ."i-fi. he lata the men of Ai kill .Iti Israel- 
ids. Ts he a |>erson. or rather a spook, to 
be trusted? T would not trust him, I'm 
sure. 

In Rzekiel. eh. . r >. v. 11. the children of 
Israel had defiled his sanctuary with all 
their detestable things, and God said he 
Won Id destroy one-third by pestilence, one- 
third abonM tall by the sword, and one- 
third should he scattered to the four winds 
of the earth. That's the way he would 
take care of them if they would desert the 
Egyptians and follow him! They had it 
better with the Egyptians, is my opinion. 

I enclose an article I cut out of the St. 
Paul Dispatch. T have rather delayed in 
sending it. T think it 's rather a good ex- 
ample of a preacher. Tt also shows that 
preachers are not as solemn as they look, 
oven if they do put on sanctimonious faces 
once a week. I hope you will succeed in 
Organising the Freethinkers. Wishing the 
Blade success. 

Cranberry Tenter, Wis. 



From a Friend in Orief. 

FORT FATRFTFLD. MF. — Tn tho death 
of Joseph A. Conant. of this town. Free- 
thought has lost one of its most advanced 
and openly avowed Liberals, always ready 
to '.rive expression both in private or pub- 
lic, to his honest thought. At the time of 
his death and burial. T was indisposed and 
confined to tho house the most of the time: 
h"iice I was unable to attend his funeral. 
Mr. Geo. F. Baxter interviewed me in re- 
gard to having the exercises published ri 
the Blade. T advised him to do so. He in- 
formed me since that had he done so, but 
up to this date T have not seen it published. 
Mr. Conant and several of his sons are 
classed among our wealthiest farmers and 
exercise considerable influence in this com- 
munity. They all openly advocate Free- 
thought, and T think if you would give the 
report of the exercises and the address a 
plant in the Blade it would arouse a defp 
interest in your paper and help to increase 
the subscription list in this vicinity. — !f. L. 
BAKER. 



Subscribes for Hausman's Book. 

CAPLTNGFR'S MTL1.S. MO. Fnel. s ,! 
find order for $2.00. which apply to pay. 
ment for the Hansman book "Man's Ori 
gin and Destiny. C. T. HACKLFMAN. 

Count Him a Member. 

BROOKLYN. CONN. — Count me a mem 
ber of the proposed organization. — DAN- 
TFL AT'STTN. New England Secretary of 
Materialist Association. 
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by charie. chiiton Mo«re in 1m and edited by him until hia Discussing our recent reference to the alleged number 

7 - »»« of cnil dren aaerihe.1 to the alleged Virgin Mary, the 

e. hughes. Publisher and Manner alleged mother of an alleged Jesns Christ, the Catholic 

john r. CHARLE8WORTH, aaiter Union and Times, published at Buffalo, New York, dc- 

im-i n. Limeatone street^i^xinrton. Ky. nounces the Blade as a "Blue Crass Blasphemer." a title 

■ — coming from such a source, the Blade is proud to ac- 

subscript.on rates. knowledge. 

—.ii postpaid $1.68 per year In advance ar— . . 

Five' new yearly subscribers at one remittance. ll.M each. Of course, and as any intelligent man or Woman WOUlrl 
Five trial auaaeriptlon. sent In with one remittance, for alx * _ • , * . i xi nn 

month- m eent. each expect, this Catholic organ takes issue with the KJade on 

i&i£*SSmSL+ gBtU r— the subject and undertakes to place its personal construc- 

ADVKRTI8IN0 rate*. tion "P° n the P ns9fl rre we quoted from the New Testament, 

on, inch single column, i insertion, is cent.; on. month, .r four and denies the soft impeachment that the alleged wife of 

,n %Trt\r^urn'n. F&Xn*?™. month. MM; *x the Jewish carpenter had any other children by her lawful 

month.. MNi an. year. Mo.oo. - mMcM spouse. In order to feed the mvth and keep in sound 

Half column, whole column, or largei aaveru.emeni. ai .peci.. * 

rate, upon appiiMtien. .dvertiaement. health the goose that lays the golden egg, the Union an.l 

Th. publisher has the rlaht to reject any ana an uvermnnmu o j t , xi 

o ffered , Times undertakes to explain the situation and foster the 

general BUSINESS rule». fraud for the benefit of the faithful. Among other things 

All R"RSCRIPTIONS to the Rlade will be discontinued at the . 

expiration of the term for which the subscription has been pal* « **J* • ._»_ 1 ^ A 

up in advance. The addrea. slip on the paper win ahow .ub- "Lest our friend murht deem himself original, WC would 

•(■rihers the date of expiration of aubecrlptlon. Rack numnera ■ 

•" number, omitted will be .ent, If asked for upon renewal If sfty tnflt fls eflr ]y as t he fourth century St. Jerome OtlMM 

«m<5rrT» AWT tmiaWMTan change hi. or h.r .ddr. M . advi M thi the virgin against the same calumny pern"*! V Helvetins 

r5^^?l^^^S^^ Narth U~ and showed conclusively fa. this tract to which we refer 

a..nj v 8tre i .t h XJl n «™ 0 £; niuc * y ■ to wh,ch FrMth,nker " wH1 our modern scholar, that the "brothers" of our Lord were 

rH*nT>ADE*is h Tn7er4 W et C °t™e postofiice at L*xinBton. Kentucky, as not children of Mary by her husband, nor St. Joseph's 

*nnrtF88 Aii* oSSvkk "tionr to the blue grabs blade children by another marriage, but were cousins of our 

p o rox m i^xm« t.n. Ky. Lord— children of Mary, the blessed virgin's sister, by bar 

- husband Alpheue." 

Several belated letten asking for dates for lectures along For the benefit and the information of our would-be 

the line of travel of ,nv recent lecture trip were found scholar, the Blade insists that it is just as capable of con - 

.„ the qAob upon mv return borne. Through no, writing ^*",ing a passage in scripture as was St Jerome four 

at mM ObeDB upon mj ~ hundred vears after the event is supposed to have occurred, 

in time a double diaappointmenl b«l been occasion**! ^ fa Helvetins the only one among the early writers who 

Friend- diaappointed because they did not heat from *e, 11IU ] Prs tood the text to mean that, the "brothers and sisters" 

and I waa disappointed through not knowing they bad referred to in Mathew, 13-55, were actually children of 
written The moral t li it t raefa letters ihonld be written • Marv, the alleged paramour of the Holy Ghost. We take 

U, time Borne of these letten are from Tennetaei and it for granted this representative of Ontholieisin has heard. 

' ' . . . I will in the earl" W read, of Origen. This writer said, "There are some 

Oklahoma, also Arknnaa. ;md Kansas. I will, " <• < > ' * £ of rhriflt were thc children of Joseph 

spring of 1910 make a tour of ,1,,- itatea, bnt all dates ^ r ^ who ]]vp(] w5th him bpf „ r e Mary, and 

muet Ik- secured well in advanee s.. as to insure neither ^ ; n(llice d to t hj s opinion by some passages in that 

delay or disappointment. Among other features of this wn j cn is en titlfid the gospel of Peter, or the book of 

trip will be the establishment of loeal societies wherever James." An analysis of this statement would show that 

possible under the Rationalist Av iation. By that tinv> the same subject was a topic of serious discussion among 

the \ssociation will have its propaganda literature in the early fathers of the church, some inclining to a belief 

shape for distribution and work an.l I expect to accom- on either side, lacking the necessary, actual and positive 

plidh much more for our cause under these improved con- evidence to prove either claim Tn any event _,t ,s certain 

ditk»l The return trip will made through Missouri. that it was commonly held and behoved by the people of 

Towa Illinois and Tndinnn. Tt would be well enough to that period that Christ had brothers and sisters by the 

he-rin arrangements now so that ample time will be given same mother, and it was left to the church, at a later perio.1. 

to make it a success. Friends able and willing to arrange to attempt an overthrow of the belief ir, , order to preserve 

for lectures in the states named arc asked to write at once. the sacrosanct character of the alleged Mary. 

• « • * j n the Protevanpelion, or what was known as a book 

Trv and pet up a club of five subscribers to the Blade of James, written about the year 125, of the present era. 

at the re-mlar annual rates and we will send vou a free we have the following: 'T am an old man and have children ; 

copy of the 1909 bound volume, postpaid to any address. but she is young, and T fear lest T should appear r-.diculons 
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in Tsraol." This language ia attributed to Joseph, the 
alleged husband of Mary, who bore the child called Jesus, 
and was made by him in answer to the command of the 
high priest who had told him that he had been selected 
to tak,e the "virgin" and husband her. We respectfully 
refer the Union and Times to these writers whose works 
appeared one hundred and seventy-five years prior to the 
time of St Jerome. Tor a further reference to this sub- 
ject we'now quote from the history of the Christian Re- 
ligion, by Judge 0. B. Waite, pages 10, 11. After a 
reference to the subject matter above related, Judge Waite 
says: 

"Though Origen was not fully prepared to accept this 
statement — yet the fact had become so well understood, 
from the previous use of the other gospels, that it was bv 
"MOST of the fathers, implicity received as true, for a 
long time afterward. Epiphanins, Ohrysostom. Cyril, 
Theophylact, Ecumenius, and all the Latin fathers till 
Ambrose, and the Greek fnthers afterward, held to the 
opinion that Joseph was a widower, and had children bv 
a former wife." 

Talcing the suggestion of pretended originalitv for what 
it is worth, the Blade asserts that no expression of opinion 
on this subject, at this day, can be said to be original, 
but we have quoted enough to show that the "scholarship'' 
or "learning" of the editorial writer for the TTnion and 
Times, is far too shallow, or one-sided, to permit him to 
discuss it with that perfect freedom so necessary to an 
elucidation of the truth. The best we can do is to sift 
the most likely view from a mass of contradictory writ- 
ing's produced in nrj ngo when frauds of nil kinds wore 
abundant. The reference to St. Jerome's defense, as 
"early as the fourth century" would carry the implication 
that the Union and Times believed that this was the first 
time in history the virginity of Mary had been questioned. 
Wo hnvo shown that it was a topic of wide discussion 
nearly two hundred years in advance of the period desig- 
nated. Tt might also bo added that the theory that the 
brothers and sisters of Jesus, mentioned by Mathew, were 
merely cousins, the children of another Mary, is but an 
invention of the priesthood, designed for the purpose of 
deception and to allow a worship of the Immaculate. 

The Catholic Columbian, published at Columbus, a 
"Romanist organ, which wrote the original letter to an 
Indiana correspondent which brought on this controversy, 
also undertakes to answer the Blade by numerous quota- 
tions from the new testament wherein the terms, 'brethren" 
is used, and it seeks to place a similar construction upon all 
such references. The same organ also denies that the 
Virgin Mary is worshipped by Catholic congregations as 
a goddess of the faith. A sufficient answer to this will 
be a reference to a prayer taught to Roman Catholic chil- 
dren, which the Blade's editor lias heard them repent 
upon retiring to bed. Tt starts: 

"TTolv Marv, mother of god, bless the fruit of thv womb, 
etc." 

Tf the mother of god is not a goddess, we have missed 



our guess as to the meaning of the terms used. On the 
other hand, if this mother of god is capable of bestowing 
a blessing upon the fruit of her womb, which was god, 
she must be possessed of a supposed power for both good 
and evil, or the request for a blessing at her hands, upon 
god. who is almighty, would be vain. 

My, "what tangled webs we weave, etc" 

Returning to the quotation from Mathew. There is but 
one view. According to the story here related. Jesus, while 
sitting upon the sea shore, with multitudes gathered about 
him, related a few parables, and departed. He came into 
his own country. He began teaching in the synagogues 
and the Jewish people were astonished. They had known 
the child from his infancy and they had watched him 
gTow up among them. They knew him. They knew his 
alleged parents and they also knew the other children of 
his parents. They knew that his paternal ancestor was a 
simple carpenter without the slightest pretension to schol- 
arship. They knew that the child, that had grown among 
them had not been accorded much of an education. Thev 
did not know at this time the claim of Jesus and his fol- 
lowers, that he was the product of a mesalliance between 
his mother and the holy ghost. Hence, they were astonished 
that the young man should teach these things and make 
such extravagant claims. Hence the reference to his 
brothers, sons of the same mother, by name, "James, and 
Joses. and Simon, and Judas." At that period of the 
world's history, especially among the Jews, women did not 
count for much. They were inferior beings. Hence a 
mere reference to the feminine products of the same Mary 
as "sisters" only. Such an occurrence in our day and 
ace. and such a reference to the names of persons as 
"brothers and sisters" by a daily newspaper, would be 
given but one meaning, and that a literal meaning, "as 
it is written." 

For our own part we do not believe that such a person 
ever existed as the Jesus of the gospels, and this we repeat 
m spite of the assumed horror manifested by the Union 
and Times at our "blue blasphemy" and our "green im- 
peachment." 

The reference to historical writings made by the Union 
and Times has nothing to do with the discussion, and 
their inieotion into it can onlv be regarded as a bid 
for Catholic admiration because of the nbilitv to use 
names and writings from ancient historv. But whether 
the Odes were written bv Horace, the Bind bv Homer, 
Juvenal scorned the gluttony of the old Romans, cannot 
be held analagous to the subject under consideration Men 
are not to be damned for any disbelief concerning the 
actual existence of these men or the authenticitv of their 
writings. Besides, the priesthood, and the editors of re 
ligions papers, could not cajole the cash from out the 
pockets of the faithful, by preachments concerning them. 
Only with Christ and him crucified is mankind to be 
damned for unbelief, and this puts a different phase on 
the case at bar. Tt is a matter of extreme indifference to 
this "Kentucky Colonel" whether the paramour of the 
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holy ghost had seven children or seventy, but \vc insist that 
even Catholic editors and writers should l>e required to 
tell the truth. Even such as they should know that tlu> 
canonicity of the Catholic, or Douay version of the scrip- 
tures, was not finally decided until the Council of Trent, 
and that this decision was made by men far loss compe- 
tent to do so than the stevedores of Buffalo. 

We would suggest that the Union and Times, and its 
coadjutor, the Columbian, unite in a petition to the pope 
that he advise his bible revisionists to strike the words 
from out the text of Mathew, and give those a chance 
who still exploit the credulity of the people for their 
personal profit. 

After all, the Romish church is wise indeed to discourage 
the reading of the bible by the laity, and conversely, en- 
courage them to accept the ready made opinions of the 
priesthood concerning it. We know of no bettei method 
for the manufacture of unltfdievers than reading the 
bible, provided it be read understanding^. 

INTERNATIONAL RATIONALIST CONGRESS. 



In another part of this issue of the Blade will be found 
a communication from Parker H. Sercombe, suggesting 
an international congress of Rationalists to be held at 
Barcelona, Spain, on the 14tli day of October, 1910, the 
anniversary of the assassination of Erancisco Eerrer, last 
of the martyrs to education and freedom. , 

The Freethinkers of the world may be afforded a splendid 
opportunity to advance the cause of Rationalism by just 
such a demonstration as that suggested, and the Blade 
heartily endorses the movement. In addition thereto the 
matter can be conveniently taken up by the Rationalist 
Association of America with a view to advancing the 
movement to the extent of its capabilities. Eriends of 
freedom, everywhere, recognize the murder of Eerrer as 
the direct work of the priesthood, and this gathering of 
Rationalists from all parts of the globe in commemoration 
of his memory and as a tribute to his great services to the 
cause of education will be the means of serving notice 
upon all ecclesiastical authority, aye, even kings, that a 
human life is too sacred a thing to be thus destroyed In 
gratify the whims and caprices of a tyrannical orthodoxy. 

The suggestion is a good one. The Blade hopes it can 
be brought to a successful consummation. As President 
of the Rationalist Association, the Blade's editor promise-; 
all possible assistance to that end. By all means let th<- 
Congress be held. 

■i ■ 

THE TRITE CHRISTIAN SPTRTT. 



The impossibility of the leopard to change his spots 
has often been used as an analogy, to point the fact that 
in spite of the humanizing influences of education, com- 
bining with culture and refinement, the intolerant attitude 
of a rabid orthodoxy remains precisely the same. The 
belief in a god capable of inflicting cruel punishment 



necessarily produces a belief that cruel punishments are 
perfectly proper in the mind of the believer, and this be 
lief, without even the slightest effort at cultivation. Incomes 
so thoroughly intensified, that god believers do not hesitate 
to express the hope and the desire to see the unl>eliover- 
fully and completely punished. Eortunately the believer* 
are deprived of their former power to wreak personal 
vengeance, and the very l>ost they can do now is to live on 
hope that sometime, somewhere, and in some manner, those 
who entertain views differing from their own, will fall 
vi. tims to the vengeance of the god they happen to believe 
in. 

This is orthodoxy. It is all there is to religion. This 
very revolting thought is the natural product of religion. 
Tt has led to innumerable tortures and cruelties. The 
feeling is as strong today as it was in the middle ages 
but the number of individuals entertaining it are now 
considerably in the minority. The mentality of thoM -till 
clinging to such a notion is so vastly inferior to the 
majority that men and women look with pity and compas- 
sion upon those who hold to it. Occasionally we find one 
who poses as a moral teacher and guide to the people, 
holding to such a belief, but an analysis of their inmost 
thoughts would reveal the fact that they are prompted to 
give utterance thereto solely from self-interest and per- 
sonal ambition. Even the stars are not all pf the same 
magnitude and the character of men differ ir iccordanee 
with the same law. The power of hereditary influences 
and the force of environment, drawn from society and 
progonital conditions, exert, a stronger influence upon some 
members of the human family than others, causing them I ) 
degenerate, fitted only for the lowest mental stratum* of 
humanity. The work of Rationalism consists in so im- 
proving the individual that society derives I benefit there 
from, «ind with this object, in view the heart and mind of 
the Rationalist is filled with eagerness and hope. 

Apart from this, however, there is another feeling, or 
sentiment, that is decidedlv Christian in its character- 
istics. Tt differs from the feelincr induced by any other 
relierious system, in that it is more vindictive and cruel in 
concept, more heartless in conduct, and more fiendish in 
practice. The Christian system of relicion is more con- 
spicuously marked for this despicable trait than anv other 
known to man. Even with this unfavorable comparison 
there are still extreme cases to be found where a profaned 
believer in and teacher of the gospel of the Nazarene find* 
especial delight in causing human sufferinc and aeronv for 
a mere difference of opinion, not for actual wroncrs done. 
We have one of these extreme cases before us and we 
experience no conscience qualms in describing this one man 
as the meanest, most cruel and fiendish in all America. 
With it all he is a true tvpe of the orthodox Christian. 

TTpon arriving at the Blade office, at the close of our 
recent lecture tour, we found a communication from J. 
W. Cummins, who advertises himself as the pastor of the 
Eirst. Methodist Episcopal Church, of East St. Louis. 111. 
The letter bears the date of November 15, 1909 Tn the 
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letter was a clipping from the St. Louis Globe Democrat, 
which gave a glarbled and exaggerated rei>ort of the St. 
Louis convention, of which we have previously written. 
After a truly Christian reference to the report, this am inhlc 
Christian gentleman, (?) writes us as follows: 

"You and your bunch get together immediately and tak" 
yourselves where there is no Christian Church, if vou don't 
know the place I can cite you." 

With an imagination, strengthened by years Of personal 
experience with orthodox Christian fanatics, we can con- 
strue him to mean that "you and your bunch " ought to 
go to hell, for the Christian finds special delight in con- 
signing the unbeliever to his imaginary place of torment. 
It would be a sufficient answer to say right now that if 
Pastor Cummins, of tho East St, Louis Methodist church, 
is bound for heaven, we prefer hell to l>eing compelled to 
spend eternity in the company of such fiendish brutality. 
He may be fit to preach "Christ" but we would not en- 
trust the training of a dog in his hands. To think that 
little children, through a Sunday school, must fall under 
the tutelage of such a monstrosity is pitiful to contemplate. 

A persual of his letter would convince any man or 
woman that he is densely ignorant. This feature 
we do not care to discuss. We are not inclined to criticise 
the vehicle and ignore the freight. It is the thought to 
which a man gives utterance rather than the language in 
which it is clothed. Let it be sufficient to sav that in 
tho very thought he has given he lias won tho uneviable 
distinction of being the meanest of men, and fit to sing 
the praises of a god of infinite love. 

If there bo any friend in St. Louis, or East St. Louis, 
who has the time and is willing to distribute, free, copies 
of the Blade containing this article among the people of 
the community in which this preacher lives, we will gladly 
furnish them in order that tho "inside" of his character 
may be made known. 

NOTES OE MY LECTURE TRIP. 



After the strenuous work of the convention at St. Louis, 
and a meteor-like trip into a number of states, I am hack 
once more with my family and my work on the Blade, 

My last letter found mo forcibly detained at Conned 
Bluffs forawholeday but itwas profitably sj>ent. Com 
pleting what writing 1 had before mo I STOesed the big 
Missouri river and sj>ent a few hours in Omaha to take 
a look round the Nebraska City. It was sixtei n yean 
sinee T had been in Omaha and some wondrous changes 
were in evidence. Both Omaha and Council Bluffs have 
prosjM'red since I last saw them, but the Nebraska City 
has far outstripped her Towa sister although the latter is 
much older of the two. In Omaha there were abundant 
signs of activity, bustle and progress. Largo buildings 
are to Ik? seen on every hand and a number of new ones 
are in courso of construction. There seemed to be more 
life, more business and a greater activity than on the Iowa 
side of the river. My time being limited I could not 



stay long. Just a cursory glance over the streets upon 
which I had once trod in my younger days, being then 
engaged in the same missionary work for Freethought, 
ami I returned to the Bluffs, took an outgoing train on 
the Wabash and started for Shenandoah just fifty miles 
away. 

The delay in my arrival at Shenandoah caused a post- 
ponement of the lecture for that night. Being met at 
the depot by Jerry G. Brown, whom I had met at the 
Chicago Congress in 1893, T was escorted to the Hotel 
and a hasty consultation resulted in putting the lecture 
off until the next night, C. B. LeBarron, and other 
friends, agreed to this plan, and the arrangement proved 
eminently satisfactory. The attendance was much larger 
than it would otherwise have been. As it was we had 
something over one hundred in the audience. They were 
attentive throughout. Here, as elsewhere, T found that 
the religious element had been hard at work in an effort 
to keep the people away from my lecture. "Revivals were 
organized and special prayer meetings provided for. The 
Campbellites had just closed a month's revival and the 
Presbyterians started one just as T arrived in town. I 
also found a strong, healthy, liberal, sentiment, but lack- 
ing cohesion they were not in a position to make much of 
a demonstration. I am hopeful of a local orsranization 
in Shenandoah and as soon as the Bationalist Association 
can cret its working plans in shape an effort will be made 
to get an organization in Shenandoah for future Free- 
thought work. Tt was conceded that my lecture had pro- 
duced a favorable impression upon all who heard it. good 
feelincrs prevailed on all sides. Three ladies had ven- 
tured into the Opera House, but, probably feelinsr a lonl!- 
ness of their sex. they retired before the lecture began. 
Mv audience was, therefore, composed entirelv of men. 
The men were exceedmjrlv attentive. Not one of them 
left until T had closed. This is the best kind of evidence 
of appreciation. Thev srave a demonstration of this as 
T closed. Several came forward to srreet me and expressed 
approbation of what had been said. T am personally sat- 
isfied that much good has been done for the cause. 

Tt was indeed a pleasure to meet so manv Freethonirht 
friends. Tn addition to Terrv Brown, and C. B. LeBarron. 
there were A. S. Bailev. L. Beeson. Frank Sparcrer. Wal- 
lace "Rose. J. A. Bardolph. Tames "Nesmith. Thomas "Nes- 
mith, F. Fletcher and T. W. Graves, all of Shenandoah, 
and A. S. Thomas and F. W. Smith of Farrasrut. These 
constitute a band of loval Freethinkers, true as steel and 
with the couracre of men carrying conviction and truth. 
We talked considerably of a local organization under tho 
Bationalist Association and T am satisfied that the near 
future will see one in existence. Tt was a delightful 
occasion and T shall not soon foreet, if at all. the heartv 
welcome Hven me, the conrtesv, hospitality and generosity 
extended to me bv these sturdy Towa Freethinkers. 

Shenandoah is a prosperous little cirv in the valley of 
the Missouri river. The soil is rich and black. Some years 
aero it was reeocmized as one of the Greatest grain centers 
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in the country; At one time it had thirteen miles of 
grain elevators and warehouses. The name is of Indian 
derivation and signifies, "Daughter of the Stars." Near 
the city are two small rivers, tributary to the Missouri, 
named respectively, Nishnahotna and Nodaway, bith of 
Indian nome clature. The former means "crossed in a 
canoe and the latter means "waded." The waters of the 
former are deep, the latter be forded at many places. 
Thus, in our civilization the traditions of the Beds who 
once roamed proud and free over these prairies, still sur- 
vive, and in the use of these names those traditions will 
be carried to future generations, we know not wither. But 
Froethought is needed in Shenandoah. With a poupla- 
tion of 5.000 it has also thirteen churches. The different 
denominations are now vicing with each other in securing 
funds for building new churches. Each one wants the 
best. Subscription papers are going the rounds. More 
than a quarter of a million of dollars are involved in 
these deals. Imagine what public improvements could be 
made with that amount of money, if utilized in that di- 
rection, but as it is the sum mentioned will be wasted 
in the propagation of a useless but mercenary superstition. 
Even the newspapers are crowed into a servile submis- 
sion to musty Christian creeds. Some time ago a com- 
pany of actors presented the play called "The Devil." 
Several fine moral points were drawn from it and one of 
the local editors made a strong and favorable comment 
on the play. A good-goody preacher, imagining himself 
an authorized moral censor for the community, called upon 
the editor and commanded that no such editorial appear 
in the columns of his paper in future. T am told the 
editor submitted to the censorship and has faithfully kept 
his promise. His paper is now devoted to notices of church 
doincs and church programs. There is little news in it. 
This editor, in all probability, failed to grasp the true 
situation. He made himself a mental slave. He is not 
and cannot be a free man. He dare not even freely ex- 
press his own thought. He is fearful of the orthodox 
lash. Tmaerine what mental food the readers of his paper 
must be receiving. Just a little courage, only a little, and 
this same editor could have brought the church and its 
parsons to his feet, humble suppliants begging for favors. 

T must relate an amnsinp anecdote given to me while 
rere. Tt is a true story. Tt concerns Terry "Brown. For 
years Terry was known as the champion of the children's 
rierhts and every child in Shenandoah knew Terry and 
they knew that they had his svmpathy and love. Among 
his youthful admirers was one, Teff O'Day. then a thir- 
teen year old lad, now a prominent newspaper man In 
Nebraska. At the acre mentioned Teff was sent to Sundav 
school for the first time. The teacher, a young lady, rea 1 
to her pupils the story of the crucifixion. She cave it all 
the horrors and sufferings of which the story is capable. 
As she unfolded it TefTs feelinsrs beeran to get worked up. 
Tears came into his eyes. Another vivid word picture of 
torture and agony from the teacher and Teff could stand 
it no longer. He jumped up from his seat and ir a loud 



voice exclaimed, "By god, if Jerry Brown had been there 
he wouldn't have let 'em done it." This broke up the 
school for that day. 

AT DAHLGREN, ILLINOIS. 
Saturday night I was on the wing again and once more 
boarding a Wabash train I was being whirled to St. Louis 
where I spent Sunday morning and in the afternoon 
embarked on the Louisville & Nashville lines for Dahl- 
gren. Illinois. I arrived here Sunday night. Monday 
morning I got busy and went to work to get up an interest 
in the lecture. This was my last point, as Decatur had 
failed to yield me a date. T. S. Coker, a Blade subscriber, 
was soon working with me, and assisted by J. B. Koons, 
we soon had it well advertised that I was to lecture in 
the Opera House that night But alas, and alack! The 
church plotted with greater success than any of our 
friends had even suspected. The preachers actually com- 
manded the people to not attend my lecture. This com- 
mand was given from the pulpits. In order to see that 
the command was obeyed, the preachers organized prayer 
■quads, eight in number, ' and each squad was assigned 
a certain section of the town to conduct a number of 
prayer meetings and to see that none of the church members 
attended. This was the first time on this trip that the 
church had been able to score the slightest point. Their 
work resulted in a diminished audience. For a few 
moments I felt like not giving the lecture, but a few more 
stragglers came in, making a total of about twenty-five 
men and boys, so I began an informal talk from the floor 
of the Opera House. Getting warmed up in my subject 
I was requested to take the stage and the crowd moving 
up, I gave it in any and all events. A fair and friendly 
discussion resulted and the feeling I have succeeded in 
leaving at Dahlgren insures a return visit and 1 am 
positive that far better results will accrue the next time. 

Dahlgreu is about 100 miles east of St. Louis. 
It is a good little business town of about one thousand 
inhabitants. It is in the midst of an agricultural com- 
munity. Two or three years ago Dahlgren was recog- 
nized as the center of the Sunflower seed market, hundreds 
of acres being devoted to the cultivation of that product. 
The jieople are, as a rule, exceedingly orthodox. Mine 
were the first lectures of the kind ever given here Many 
of the people wanted to hear me, but the preachers would 
not permit them and the fear of incurring orthodox wrath 
and personal enmities, deterred them from coming. One 
thing is certain. My subject started a discussion which 
will continue after I am gone. In this way we have laid 
excel'. :,i foundations for future work in this place. , 

W'hilo here the Freethinkers vied with each other in 
an effort to entertain me, with the result that T had to 
apportion my time out among them. The earlier part of 
Monday I spent in meeting the town-people. I took din- 
ner at the home of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. Koons. These 
are sincere spiritualists but none the less ardent in their 
advocacv of Freethought. Supper was taken at the homo 
of Mr. and Mrs. T. S. Coker, and their splendid family. 
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Other friends gathered and from here we repaired to the 
Opera House. I spent a few more hours with Air. Coker 
and at midnight left again for my journey homeward, 
arriving the next day. 

That I may show the manner in which the Freethought 
leaven has been put to work in this little community 1 
have only to cite the fact that Mr. J. \V. Goin, a member 
of the Baptist church, owner of the opera house and a 
banker, donated his building for the lecture and attended 
it in person, apparently being well pleased with the result. 
Dr. George Cremeens, a local physician and superintendent 
of the Methodist Sunday School, acted as treasurer of the 
little group of men that worked to get me to Dahlgreu, 
and he also attended the lecture. Besides these I had the 
pleasure of meeting G. T. Rhodes, editor of the Echo, u 
weekly paper published at Dahlgreen, and a strong liberal. 
Also Gideon Miller, Albert Miller, Frank Grigg, G. D. 
Jenkins, Cicero Hall, and others of liberal heart and mind. 
Upon leaving I was assured of a rousing welcome back 
to Dahlgreu provided circu instances can be relied 
upon to have a return visit arranged for. 

My long jumps and enormous distances of travel, at 
great expense, made the trip a failure from a financial 
point of view. In other words I paid out more money 
than I received. Still I am well pleased. 1 am pleased 
with the result of my efforts. 1 succeeded in rousing a. 
dormant liberal spirit wherever I went. The splendid 
victories achieved fully compensate me and I am willing 
to undertake a similar venture when an opportunity will 
permit. 

Now I must buckle down to work. 1 iind a pile of 
correspondence that must be attended to and friends who 
have written are asked to be patient at the delay iu 
answering on account of my absence. 



The Leader, a SanFraneisco Papist organ, denounces 
Ferrer as an anarchist and approves of his assasination. 
The priesthood demands this defamation of the martyr to 
Rationalism and so the willing tools fall in line. This 
organ places Ferrer at "the head of the anarchists in Bar- 
celona" and it demands the killing of others of Ferrer'? 
friends, to equal the number of people killed in the ricks. 
Such is Christianity. It is a religion of blood, a creel 
of murder, a collection of fanatics who demand human 

sacrifice as an evidence of the existence of its god of love. 

# * ■ * 

As each member of the Board of Directors of the 
Rationalist Association will l>o at the Indianapolis conven- 
tion, December 4 and f>, an official call for a meeting of 
the Board has been issued by the President to consider 
specific matters pertaining to the business interests of the 
Association. Some important matters are to be discussed 
and it is hoped that our propaganda work may specdilv 
follow. 

* # » # 

Prof. A. J. Clausen, of St. Ansgar, writes that church 
members of that town who had offered previous criticisms 



of my coming to attend the banquet arranged for my benefit, 
have since expressed the wish that 1 had been permitted 
to have given a public lecture instead. The leaven is at 
work. In a little while and the majority will be openly 
upon our side. 

* * * # 

Twenty-seven days remain for those wishing to become 
charter members of the Rationalist Association. If energy 
and ambition count aught for the future weal of the Asso- 
ciation, a certificate of charter membership will be an honor 
that must soon get beyond your reach. Send in your name 
as soon as possible, in any event, before January 1, 11)10. 

* * * * 

If you wish to be a charter member of the Rationalist 
Association send in your application to Secretary D. VV. 
Sanders, Covington, Indiana, before the end of the present 
year. The hooka were ordered to be kept open for this 
purpose until January 1, 1U10. 

* * * * 

"The Darwinian theory is dead, and he who doesn't 
know it is an old fogy," declares the Journal and Mes- 
senger, a Baptist publication. Then is it not strange that 
the Baptists should still bo found so vigorously fighting a 
corpse i It is simply a case of the wish being daddy to 
the puny thought. 

# * # # 

The same paper, quoting from some exchange, insists 
that "god and nature are not at strife". How true! We 
know .Nature, and we also know there is not god outside 
of nature to cause any strife. If there be any god he, 
she, or it, must be a part of nature, and it would be i 
foolish god who would indulge in strife with himself. 

# ♦ * * 

For a proper understanding of the subject of Marriage 
and Divorce, send twenty-five cents to Mrs. Josephine X. 
Henry for her admirable pamphlet on that subject, and 
your eyes will open wondrous wide. Address her at Ver- 
sailles, Kentucky, or through the Blade office. 

# * » # 

Letters of congratulation are still pouring into the Blade 
office upon the successful organization of the Rationalist 
Association. Tho new organization has already won its 
way into public favor and a membership of not less than 
five thousand is expected before the next convention. Get 
in lino with the workers. Send your name to the Secretary. 



Dr. George A. Gordon, Pastor of the Old South church, 
Boston, has written a book and he is in the same fix that 
befel Professor Foster, of Chicago. Taking what he has 
written his brothers in "Christ" denounce him as an 
''infidel" and demand his expulsion from the church. The 
same old story. Preacher thinks — gives utterance to his 
thoughts — Ilersey trials — Put him out The logical infer- 
ence is that preachers must not think if they wish to keep 
their jobs. 
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186% Queen St. West, Toronto, Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
*>ooks, printing, etc., should be addressed— 
C. M. ELLls. Proprietor and Publisher. 
Thought. 

Toronto, Cln 



THE WORLD'S BEST WATCHES. 



The World's 



Best Watches 



Is the title of a romance every man, woman 
and child should read, it should be in the 
nands of all who are opposed to supersti- 
tion and graft, as it is a protest against 
vaccination, vivisection, medical legislation 
and the administration of drugs to human 
beings; at the same time points out the 
only method for the cure of the consump- 
tive. The booklet is really tree, but the 
cost of advertising and postage we ngure 
at 10 cents; ao if you wish a copy, send 
us 10 cenU. a. M. PARKER, 

CANCER I 
AFFLICTED — LISTEN 1 

I CUKE ail tSt«riuU Cancers, Tumors, 
Wens, Carbuncles, Fistulas, Felons, eic. 
Keiuove Birthmarks, and other unsightly 
growths that disiiguie human beings. Can- 
cers a Specialty. I use liquid remedies. I 
do not use knife or plasters. Cure is abso- 
lute, unless beyond the power of man. If 
you have a suspicious growth, don't wait 
until one foot is in the grave, and the 
other caving in. Please don't cry "Fakir, 
Fraud, Graft," etc., until you investigate. 
Write for free booklet. 

DR. H. H. DOW, 
858 N. Itaymond Ave. Pasadena, Calif. 

WANTED I 

Men or women to learn the barber's trade 
<>r ladies' beauty parlor work. This is the 
largest college in the States. A $15 tuition 
includes everything. Steady practice wages 
while learning, and position afterwards. 
Write for catalogue. 

PALMER BARBER COLLEGE, 
305 W. Jefferson St. Louisville, Ky. 



PHF PROCESSION ok PLANPTS 

1 1 1 ^ IS THE GRIAT NtW BOOK. IF tOU ~ * •* 



wonder why the Earth rao»es, wrlie to Ike Minor for i 
so ol lc It nomine true motions ot natter. AJdrei: 
N H. H L ALU. SUIIOD A. IDS ANClltS. Ulllorolt 



Men's Regular (18) size; Hampden, 
"Special Ky.," 23 Jewels, $26; "New 
Ky.," 23 Jewels, $20; "Dueber Watch 
Co.," 21 Jewels, $15; "Dueber Grand," 17 
Jewels, $8; 15 Jewels, $6; 7 Jewels, $4.50. 

Elgin or Waltham: "Veritas" or "Van- 
guard," 23 Jewels, $29; "Father Time," 
or "Crescent Str.," 21 Jewels. $22.50; "B. 
W. Raymond," 19 Jewels, $20; Same 
•A. T. Premier," 17 Jewels, $18.50; 
'Wheeler," or "P. S. Bartlett," 17 
Jewels, uickle, $9; Same, gilt, $7; 15 

Jewels, $6; 7 Jewels, $5; all in Silverine, %gtXf% 1^8006 

In 20-year Gold case $3, or in 

76c for 30c postpaid. 

Byron's Forbidden Fruit, Paul Bert's 
Jesuit Morals, Tolstoi's Root of Evil, Sil- 
cox's Sacrednees of Man, Livingston and 
the Boers," Murray's British Landlord, 
Moses and the Prophets, 30 Propositions 
of a Pagan'. Religion, The Open Challenge, 
Ten Commandments, Bible Texts, etc. etc. 
The total retail price of the lot comes to 75 
cents. I will send the whole together, post 
paid, for 30 cents. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 



case 

25-year case $5 more. Every Watch 
from factory, prepaid with guarantee. 

Send for prices of Watches not enumer- 
ated here (or order from any of my old 
price-lists). Chains, Fobs, Diamonds, 
Jewelry, Optical Goods, Freethought 
Badges, Ingersoll Spoons; King Gauge and 
my great little tract: "Theism In the 
Crucible," fr*. 

OTTO 



JUST OUT I 
BONO AND BURIAL SONG 

Each a Duet and a Concert Piece for Piano. 
Also Variations for Violin, Flute, or Bells. 
PRICE, 25 CENTS EACH. 

I have composed these songs for the 
benefit of Freethinkers, or men of Common 
Sense, who do not w'sh to insult our Cre 
ntor with Bible rot. , 

QUIRIN BACHLER, 

2277 Fulton St., Chicago, HI 

Give E'm Fits. 

That's what "i'HI 

BCARurr shadow,' 

Walter Hurts great rad- 
ical novel, doss to the 
forces of bigotry and su- 
peiHtltlon And the see 
ular nreaa of the country 
goaded by the churck 
•lament. It throwing a 
over It. too. No other 
i oval of thla decade has 
been so widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodatx critlca —which 
la ■ufflelent proof that It 
la all right. It has cre 
ated a sensation In con- 
servative clrclea and 
auaed conaternatlos 
among the clergy. 

It la enthualastlcall: 
endorsed by leadlni 
Freelthlnkera through- 
out the world. You at 

know how Hurt can write and In thla boos 
he la at his best. It la an elegant volume, 
fit to ornament the finest library; containing 
422 pages, printed on nea.y egg-she 
and bound In ox-blood cloth. 
Price 11.60. postpaid 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Ky. 




BOOKS! BOOKS! 

THE MASTER PIECE LIBRARY. 

Cheap reprints of the Masterpieces of 
the Great Modern Authors on the Christian 
Superstition, published for Missionary pur- 
poses by the Rationalist Press Association 
of London, England. 

"The Riddle of the Universe"— Haeckel. 



"The Evolution of the Idea of God"— 
Grant Allen. 

"Origin of Species"— Darwin. 
"Emerson's Essays . 
Herbert Spencer's "Philosophy." 
"Creed of Christendom"— Greg. 
"Spencers Essays." 

'Ingersoll's Lectures and Essays" (in 8 
volumes.) 

Paine's "Age of Reason". 
The above is only a selection out of 76. 
Complete list mailed on application. Price 
25c each, postpaid. Six copies to one ad- 
dress at one time, |1.26. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 
St. James St. 



BLUE GRASS BLADE 



15 



Nauman's Orcheatrs 

k. D. NAUMAN, Violin. 

ANNA L. NAUMAN, Piano. 

OTTO S. NAUMAN Cornet 

or Clarinet. 
Other Instruments Added if Desired. 



Over 500 pieces of the beet music, suitable 
for any program, always on hand. 



Phone 128 1-2. 



SIGOURNEY, 



IOWA. 



A TRIP TO ROME 

By 

DR. J. B. WILSON. 

This work is acknowledged to be one of 
the best descriptive literury efforts of the 
century — A Freethinker 's view of the old 
world and what he saw there. 

Cloth— $1.25 postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, 
Lexington, Ky. 



Evolution of the God Idea 



"The Evolution of the God Idea," by 
the late Grant Allen is one of the most 
remarkable books of the century. 63,000 
BO pic* have been printed and nearly all cir- 
culated by the "Rationalist Press Asso- 
ciation" of Loudon, in cheap form, and is 
now offered for 25 cents postpaid by the 
American Agent of the R. P. A. 

NORMAN MURRAY, 
246 St. James St. Montreal, Canada 




BILL'S fWENUE 

make* you cheerful and 
thoughtful, it i* a personal 
department In the WHEK1. 
UK LIKE that grow* on you 

has tu lay uext. 

"rtN rtMBRIGrtN 
MflDONNfl"i-»» f r- 

lal running In the w H EEL 
"HILL" UK LIKE. It 1* written by 
Mary 1\ e» Todd, theahleit wrll >r of Liberal 
Action ilnce Grant Allen, and U a beautiful 
presentation of the eiceutlally modem 
problem of the Woman In liuslneii. 

TH& WHB&L OF LIFE, 

A monthly periodical. It deal* with 
OKKHNH, theorlglu of Marriage, of BthlOl, 
of Kellglon, of Brotherhood, of the belief In 
lininortallty. It treat* broadly of Love, of 
Huinitn lnntlnct* and Ideala. It take* In 
the whole Wheel of Lite, treating all subject* 
In Niichaclear, plain and tplOJT way that Ihu 
dimt I* Blink en out and they become a* lu- 
(•restlBfl a* a novel to even the caiual 
reader. Head Weentl for a *lx monthi' trial 
bulmcrlptloii or a quarter for a year. 

"CONFESSIONS OF ft 

DRONE" bv Jo*«ph Medlll Patterson, 
author of 'A LITTLE I1UOTIIEK UK THE 
KU'H." sent without extn charge wltha 

il tli-.* i ■ In I iiuliierlptlon to the WHEEL 

OK LIKE. Add re** 

'4 PI PUB. CO.. Desk A, St. Louis, Ma 



Z5/>e 
Searchlight 

A 20-Page Liberal 
Monthly 



Published by J. D. SHAW, Waco, Texas 

Price of Subscription $1 a Year 
Single Copies 10 Cents 

Write for a sample copy, which will be sent free. 



THE AMERICAfJ JOURNAL OF 

EUGENICS 

Formerly Known as Lucifer the Light Bearer 



""he Pioneer Journal— in Modern Time* 

( an old and almost forgotten science, 
tl most important of all sciences, a 
sci ncc successfully and openly taught and 
practiced by the ancient Greeks and Egyp- 
tians, but ignored, defeated, scorned by all 
modern nations,— viz :the Science of Right- 
Morning, the Science of (rood Generation. 

The Century Dictionary thus defines 
Eugenics: "The doctrine of Progress, or 
Kvolution, especially in the human race, 
through improved conditions in the rela- 
tions of the sexes." 

Its central thought is freedom of Moth- 
erhood, the Self-Ownership of Woman in 
the Realm of Sex and Reproduction — in- 
telligent and responsible Parenthood. 



This much neglected, this tabooed, dis- 
graced, and almost unknown science was 
named "Eugenics by Francis (! alt on, a 
cousin of, and co-worker with, the great 



Charles Darwin and now, both in England 
and in Continental Europe, is 
to receive the attention its 
demands. 

The American Journal of Eugenie* is 
now in its 30th year of publication, sus- 
tained by a long list of able and well- 
known contributors, women and men of 
national and international reputation; it is 
uow published bi-monthly — standard mag- 
azine size— at Los Angeles, Calif.; prise, 
H a year postpaid; single copy. 15*. 

Trial subscribers will reeeive three hack 
numbers, lees than a year old, alao a copy 
of the booklet, "Institutional Marriage," 
u lecture by the editor — ail for Me ia 
-tumps or coin. For sal* by newsdealer*, 
or sent postpaid by the editor *■« pub- 
lisher, Moses Harman, with bats and 
prices of standard English and American 
Eugenic publications. Address 1319 K el- 
lam Ave, I .os Angeles, Calif. 



Man's Origin and Destiny 

By Dr. A. Hausman, Alameda, California 

This is the Greatest Book of modem tira s on the theory of Evolution applied to Sociology. 

It will shortly be issued in book form by the Blue (iras. Blade, making a book of nearly f>('0 pages. The author has 
dedicated it to Prof. Ernst Haeckel, anil U > great Jei^ philosopher has accepted the dedication. 

$2.00 $2.00 

Subscribe Now and Save Money 

All charges of postage will be prepaid upon advance subscriptions. 

The first chapters are now in the press and publication in book form will immediately 
follow its serial publication in the blade columns. 



Sm ascribe Now Subscribe Now 

JAMES E. HUGHES, Lexington, Ky. 



1909— 1909 

Blue Grass Blade Bound volume 

Containing Fifty-two Copies of The Blade and all handsomely 
bound in Blue Buckram with gold letters. 

$3.00 Reduced from last year's price $3.00 

Subscribe NOW and get your name on the list in time. 

A STILL BETTER OFFER! 

For Five New Subscribers For Five New Subscribers 

We will send ONE COPY of the Bound Volume 

FREE OF COST! 

To any person sending us five new subscribers in one club at the regular rates before Dec. 31,1 909 
THE CLUB IS PREFERABLE! GET UP ONE! SECURE A COPY FREE! 

BLUE GRASS BLADE, Lexington, Ky\ 



